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TTTTHE OFFICIALHE OFFICIALHE OFFICIALHE OFFICIAL SYLLABUS SYLLABUS SYLLABUS SYLLABUS: The official syllabus and schedule for this course can be found as a PDF document 
on this course’s document repository at http://www.pmpkn.net/3010/, and a version formatted 
for the web can be found on the WebCT homepage for the course, accessible through the WebCT server 
at http://webcourses.ucf.edu/ or MyUCF at https://my.ucf.edu/. Course assignments 
and other information are available through the course homepages, as well. 

IIIINSTRUCTORNSTRUCTORNSTRUCTORNSTRUCTOR: I am David Bowie, an assistant professor in the Department of English. My office is in 
Colbourn Hall 307D, and I can be reached by using the “Mail” function on the WebCT page for this 
course. I can also be reached by regular email at dbowie@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu, but I will not be 
checking that address for course-related items. Also, if I happen to be in my office I can be reached by 
phone there at 407.823.3067, but you should be warned that WebCT’s Mail function is a much more 
reliable way of getting in touch with me than anything else. 

OOOOFFICE HOURSFFICE HOURSFFICE HOURSFFICE HOURS: My office hours are Mondays and Wednesdays 2:00 to 4:00 PM (except for University 
holidays, when they are of course not held) or by appointment. I will be in my office during scheduled 
office hours, but since I am also teaching a fully online course this semester, I will also be holding 
“virtual” office hours at the same time using AOL Instant Messenger; my AIM screen name for online 
office hours is DrDBowie. Holding office hours using AIM is a continuing experiment on my part; I hope 
it will work, but I would request your patience if there are any unforeseen problems with it. Also, if I 
am consulting with a student in my office and you contact me on AIM, I will tell you so and ask you to 
wait “in line” just as if you arrived physically at my office; similarly, if I am consulting with a student 
using AIM and you arrive at my physical office, I will ask you to wait your turn. It is possible (though 
not terribly likely) that you will have to wait beyond the end of office hours to consult with me, but if 
you are in line (whether physically or virtually), I will still meet with you. Also, one last note on using 
office hours with AIM: If you wish for me to look at a file (say, of a draft of something you’re writing 
up), I will only open it to look at it if it is a PDF document or an image file. This is not to make your life 
difficult, but rather it is to make sure computer viruses and worms don’t get spread unintentionally. 

NNNNOTES ON CONTACTING MOTES ON CONTACTING MOTES ON CONTACTING MOTES ON CONTACTING MEEEE: I am not a Turing machine posing as a college professor—I am actually a real 
person. This means that I take time to sleep and eat, not to mention to simply enjoy life away from my 
job once in a while. Therefore, even though I will try to answer inquiries from you as soon as I can, 
Real Life™ may well result in me not getting back to you as quickly at some times as I might at others; in 
particular, it will take me longer to get back to you over a weekend than during the week. Also, some 
questions require some thought on my part, and I will need some time to put together a coherent 
answer. Basically, you can operate by this rule of thumb: If you ask me about something (outside of 
office hours or class, of course), give me 1½ business days to get back to you before starting to bug me 
about getting back to you—so if you send me a question at 10:00 AM on Tuesday, give me until 2:00 PM 
on Wednesday; for an inquiry sent at 10:00 AM on a Friday, it may take me until 2:00 PM on Monday to 
answer. 

CCCCOURSE PREREQUISITESOURSE PREREQUISITESOURSE PREREQUISITESOURSE PREREQUISITES: You must have passed ENC 1102 to take this course.    

CCCCOURSE OURSE OURSE OURSE DESCRIPTIONDESCRIPTIONDESCRIPTIONDESCRIPTION    AND AND AND AND OBJECTIVESOBJECTIVESOBJECTIVESOBJECTIVES: The University’s description of this 3-credit course, in its entirety, 
states that is “an overview of the modern linguist’s approach to language” that covers “analytic 
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methods of phonology, morphology, syntax” and provides a “brief systematic survey of dialectology, 
language acquisition, and semantics”. Broadly stated—and cutting through the disciplinary jargon—this 
course is intended to provide an overview of the ways linguists analyze language. As such, you will of 
necessity learn bits about a number of different subfields within linguistics, but you will also learn 
larger, more general principles about the development and use of language. I also hope for this course 
to teach you principles underlying the use of objective evidence to provide support for claims about the 
world at large—or, in other words, this course is intended to teach you how to think scientifically. This 
objective seems to frighten some students somehow—I guess that it’s very easy to tap in to the cultural 
vibe that holds that science is somehow a really, really difficult thing to understand and use. As you 
actually see the results of scientific analyses of language in this class, though, you will find out that it’s 
not really a hideously difficult thing to do, it’s just a matter of looking at the world in a slightly 
different—and, surprisingly to some, very interesting—way. Each unit of the course has specific 
objectives that are separate from the overarching objectives for the course; these are listed in the 
introduction to each unit. 

TTTTEXTEXTEXTEXTSSSS AND  AND  AND  AND READINGSREADINGSREADINGSREADINGS: This course has one textbook, and it is required: Language files: Materials for an 
Introduction to Language and Linguistics, tenth edition, produced by The Ohio State University’s 
Department of Linguistics (and, not coincidentally, the textbook for the course there titles Introduction 
to Language and Linguistics), ISBN 0814251633. (Note that, unfortunately, the edition is important—
earlier editions won’t work for significant chunks of the course.) There are additional required readings 
linked to the course homepage. Readings of a few pages are assigned for every class session. 

The readings from the textbook are listed in the syllabus by the abbreviation LF, followed by the 
chapter name(s) you are to read, and page numbers; assigned readings from the course homepage are 
listed as “On web” followed by the title of the link. For example, if you were assigned the section of 
Language files that deals with language education and speech pathology, it would appear in the syllabus 
as: LF 16.1 “Language education” to 16.2 “Speech-language pathology and audiology” 617-624. Language 
files refers to its subchapters as “files”; this is not expected to cause undue confusion. 

One final quick note about the readings: While the readings do a good job of discussing general issues 
and providing specific examples of those issues, they will not tie it together into a coherent whole, and 
they give a minimal amount of information on the specifics of how English has changed over the course 
of time. That will generally come from my lectures—but the required readings provide background I 
will assume in my teaching, and that you will need to know to be able to successfully apply what I 
present to you. This means that to be completely successful in this course, you will need to read all of 
the required readings before coming to the associated class session, and to be successful in this course it 
is necessary to read all of the required readings and to do all of the exercises. 

CCCCOMPUTER REQUIREMENTSOMPUTER REQUIREMENTSOMPUTER REQUIREMENTSOMPUTER REQUIREMENTS: To save paper, I require that assignments be turned in online; therefore, there 
are a few additional requirements for this course relating to computer equipment. First of all, since you 
will be turning in assignments and taking tests using WebCT, you will of course need access to a 
computer with an internet connection (a broadband connection is recommended, but not required) and 
the software necessary to access the WebCT system. You are also required to be able to read and create 
Adobe PDF (Portable Document Format) documents that contain characters from the International 
Phonetic Alphabet, which may involve installing software on your system. (One of the early 
assignments in the class is designed to make sure you have such software on your computer.) 

CCCCOURSEOURSEOURSEOURSE STRUCTURE AND SCHED STRUCTURE AND SCHED STRUCTURE AND SCHED STRUCTURE AND SCHEDULEULEULEULE: The course is divided into seven sections: Administrivia, Phonetics, 
Phonology, Morphology, Syntax, Semantics, and Pragmatics. There are assignments of several types 
due at various points relatively evenly spaced through the semester, including a research paper due at 
the end of the semester. 
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Note that I will be presenting research at a conference in my field of research (quantitative 
sociolinguistics, thank you very much for asking) in early November. This will not affect classes, but I 
will be out of town. More information will be forthcoming as the conference approaches. 

AAAASSIGNMENTSSSIGNMENTSSSIGNMENTSSSIGNMENTS,,,, TESTS TESTS TESTS TESTS,,,, AND QUIZZES AND QUIZZES AND QUIZZES AND QUIZZES: As mentioned above, there will be several assignments spread out 
relatively evenly through the semester. Most of these are problem sets, and they are to be submitted on 
WebCT, and must be submitted asasasas    PDF documentsPDF documentsPDF documentsPDF documents and may optionally be turned in as group projects if 
you wish. There are three “minor” assignments: One of them is a short project designed to make sure 
your computer is set up to fulfill course requirements, and two are informal quizzes intended mainly to 
allow me to tailor my teaching to the needs of the students in the class (and you will get full credit just 
for completing each of those). There are several one-question multiple-choice reading quizzes, given 
every class session after add/drop ends. Finally, there is a research paper, designed to get you to think 
about specific possible issues in linguistics. (There is no midterm or final exam as such; the energy you 
would normally put into that should be directed toward the problem sets and the research paper.) 

Let me insert a note here on the assignments for this course before moving on. In general, diagnostic 
assessments of student learning (or, more simply, stuff you get graded on) fall along a continuum like 
this: 

Inquiry-based Problem-based Project-based 

Inquiry-based assessments focus on the memorization of facts (and the most common inquiry-based 
assessments are quizzes and exams). Problem-based assessments, on the other hand, are focused on the 
use of facts and processes to analyze a problem (they often take the form of exercises presenting data 
and asking for a particular method to be used in coming up with a solution to a problem using that 
data), while project-based assessments focus on the acquisition and development of knowledge, 
without necessarily centering on assessing the knowledge that is involved (which often involves 
simulations and fieldwork projects). Of course, it is possible for an assessment tool to mix these 
methods, which is why they are placed on a continuum rather than being listed as categories. 

This course uses a mix of these assessment types—the reading quizzes, of course, are inquiry-based, 
while the problem sets are mostly problem-based. The research paper is, if done correctly, a mix of all 
three types, but mostly problem- and project-based. When completing your assignments, you may find 
it useful to consider the type of assignment you are working on at the time, since each type calls for a 
somewhat different focus on your part. 

EEEEXTRA CREDITXTRA CREDITXTRA CREDITXTRA CREDIT: Extra credit opportunities may be offered during the semester, but they will be offered 
entirely at my option. (In fact, if I feel like I am being pestered unduly about the possibility of extra 
credit, I will be less likely to offer it, even if I feel it is warranted; this is simply a reflection of the 
contrarian nature of my personality.) Any extra credit that is offered will be offered to the entire 
class—there will be no extra credit possibilities offered only to any particular individual or subset of 
class members. Any extra credit opportunities will be announced at the beginning of a class, along with 
guidelines for them, how much they are worth, the deadlines for them, &c., giving you yet another 
incentive for actually getting to class on time. 

CCCCOLLABORATION VSOLLABORATION VSOLLABORATION VSOLLABORATION VS.... PLAGIARISM PLAGIARISM PLAGIARISM PLAGIARISM: I very strongly urge you to set up study groups to discuss the problem sets 
and prepare for the tests. In fact, collaboration is encouraged strongly enough that you can treat the 
problem sets and the final project (but onlyonlyonlyonly those) as group projects if your study group so desires. (If 
you do so, please turn in one answer for the entire group, but make it clear that it is being turned in by 
a group and who is in that group. Please also make an effort to determine who is responsible for what 
part of your group’s work at the outset. I have no desire to adjudicate intragroup disputes.) Note, 
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however, that whatever the discussions you have had with others, the text of the research paper must 
be entirely your own work, and there is to be no collaboration during the tests and quizzes. If I find 
evidence of plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty on any assignment, you will be awarded 
a 0% (yes, that’s a zero) on it. Academic dishonesty that is in my opinion egregious, or multiple cases of 
academic dishonesty of any sort, will result in a failing grade for the course and referral to the 
appropriate disciplinary office at my option—and you should be warned that I have a very low bar 
regarding what sorts of cheating I consider “egregious”. 

Given that, it seems reasonable to ask what, exactly, plagiarism is. One useful definition (modified from 
a definition for plagiarism I received from my colleague J.D. Applen, which he received from the 
University of Arizona) follows. 

Plagiarism is stealing.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and, like other forms of cheating, 
it may endanger someone’s whole career.  Students who may plagiarize receive severe 
penalties, including immediate failure for the assignment, probable failure in the 
course, disciplinary referral to the appropriate dean, and possible expulsion from the 
university.  

Students are guilty of plagiarism if they do the following: Copy or repeat, without 
acknowledging the source, someone else’s words, phrases, or ideas; summarize or 
expand someone else’s work or ideas without properly acknowledging the person or 
source; copy papers by other students or allow other students to copy their papers; or 
allow anyone else to revise or edit their work without their instructor’s explicit 
permission. 

In light of the paragraph above, you should know that you have my permission to have others do 
simple copy-editing of your papers (but, in particular, notnotnotnot editing for content), and to use the services 
of the University Writing Center to improve your writing. 

Also, I reserve the right to submit items that you turn in to turnitin.com to check for plagiarism. I 
would say that it’s not because I don’t trust my students, but in the interest of being honest, I’ll admit 
that it’s actually because I don’t trust my students. Nothing personal, but I’ve been burned often 
enough by now to be realistic in recognizing that there’s generally one bad apple in every class, and I 
don’t want that person to mess up life for the rest of you. 

GGGGRADE ASSIGNMENTRADE ASSIGNMENTRADE ASSIGNMENTRADE ASSIGNMENT: Some assignments, as listed below, will be graded on a pass-fail basis (that is, you get 
full credit if you complete the assignment, no credit if you don’t). All other assignments will be graded 
in the ordinary way. Grades are reported to the nearest tenth of a point; there will be no further 
rounding of grades. I will give periodic “if the semester ended today” updates so that you have some 
idea of where you stand in the class. Note that, regardless of the grade you would have earned on an 
assignment, if I find evidence of academic dishonesty you will be awarded a 0 (and, therefore, an F) on 
the assignment. Assignment grades are awarded according to the following scale: 
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SCORESCORESCORESCORE    GRADEGRADEGRADEGRADE    
97.0 and up:  A+ 
96.9 to 93.0:  A 
92.9 to 90.0:  A- 
89.9 to 87.0:  B+ 
86.9 to 83.0:  B 
82.9 to 80.0:  B- 
79.9 to 77.0:  C+ 
76.9 to 73.0:  C 
72.9 to 70.0:  C- 
69.9 to 67.0:  D+ 
66.9 to 63.0:  D 
62.9 to 60.0:  D- 
below 60.0:  F 

Final grades will be awarded according to the same scale, but as the University does not allow grades 
of A+ to be given as final grades, final grade averages of A+ will be entered on your transcript as an A. 
Final grades are calculated as described in the following table: 

ITEMITEMITEMITEM    EACHEACHEACHEACH    TOTALTOTALTOTALTOTAL    NOTESNOTESNOTESNOTES    
Minor quiz #1 and #2 2% 4% full credit if completed 
Minor project 2% 2% may require software installation 
Problem sets #1 to #6 13% 65% lowest score dropped 
Research paper 20% 20% preliminary deadline affects grade 
Reading quizzes #1 to #27 ¹⁄₃% 9% given at the beginning of class 

I will readily admit that 13% is a somewhat odd percentage, but it’s the only way I could get everything 
to add up to 100%. You will survive. 

The observant among you will have notice that there are six problem sets listed at 13% of your total 
score each, but the problem sets count for 65%, not 78%, of your total grade. This is not a math error—
there’s a simple explanation for this. This course covers several very different subfields of linguistics, 
and they each require a rather different way of wrapping your brain around the material—I really can’t 
expect that you’ll do equally brilliantly on all of them. Therefore, the problem set grade you score 
lowest on will be dropped in calculating the final grade. 

Speaking of grading, if you are unsure about the way I have arrived at a grade that I have given you, 
you should feel free to ask me for clarification. In addition, if you feel I have made an error in grading, 
please bring it up with me as soon as possible. I can honestly say that I make mistakes in grading very 
rarely, but mathematical errors are certainly an occasional possibility. In any event, even if you ask 
about a grade and there was no error made, you will learn more about the way grades were assigned 
and how to improve in the future. If you wish to appeal a grade that you have been given, please make 
your case in writing via WebCT’s Mail function within five within five within five within five calendar calendar calendar calendar daysdaysdaysdays of the date the grades for that 
assignment were distributed to the class so that I can properly weigh the points you bring up; I am 
willing to listen to oral arguments regarding grades, but I will not take action based on them. 

LLLLEARNING STYLESEARNING STYLESEARNING STYLESEARNING STYLES: Researchers have found that different individuals learn best in different ways. There 
are several different classification systems, but one of the most widely used identifies four learning 
methods: visual, auditory, reading/writing, and kinesthetic. Visual learners learn best through seeing 
pictures, charts, diagrams, &c.; auditory learners learn best through hearing and talking about things; 
reading/writing learners learn best through (any guesses?) reading and writing about things; and 
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kinesthetic learners learn best by actually doing things and using principles in real life. Often people 
are a mix of these, but for most people one method still seems to be the primary on that works better 
for them than the others. For my part, I’m primarily an auditory learner (it’s probably no surprise, 
then, that the main focus of much of my own research is small-scale variation in the perception and 
production of individual sounds). From what I have read on the subject, it seems that a plurality (if not 
a majority) of North Americans are visual learners. I present this not as a description of course policy, 
but to introduce a suggestion: If you’re not grasping a concept, try finding a way to look at it via a 
different method. 

PPPPET PEEVESET PEEVESET PEEVESET PEEVES: In general, I try to be a reasonable human being. Everyone, however, has a few pet peeves, 
and I am no exception—and it’s always useful to be aware of the pet peeves of your teachers. I have 
three that are of importance to you in this class: lateness, file formats, and writing too much. 

• LATENESS: All in assignments (except the reading quizzes—see below for them) are due 
by 10:0010:0010:0010:00    PMPMPMPM Orlando Orlando Orlando Orlando, Florida, Florida, Florida, Florida local time local time local time local time (which, this semester, begins as Eastern Daylight 
Time and switches to Eastern Standard Time in the early morning hours 
of 2 November) on the day they are listed due in the syllabus. (Since the reading quizzes 
are given at the beginning of class, they are due when I close them, typically within the 
first couple minutes of the start of class. Yes, really—if you come in right after I close a 
reading quiz, you don’t get to take it and it gets recorded as you missing it.) 
Assignments will not be accepted late except in verified cases of hospitalization or a 
death in one’s family (please note the word verified). If you will not be able to turn an 
assignment in by the deadline for any other reason—including University-approved 
reasons for missing sessions such as religious observances or participation in certain 
sporting events—you should complete and submit it early. Note that such reasons as 
your internet connection not working or the copiers on campus not working or parking 
being horrible right before an assignment is due are not valid reasons for turning in an 
assignment late. If the WebCT system goes down at the same time as an assignment 
comes due, I will extend the deadline by a very little bit from the time that the system 
comes back up (the new deadline will be distributed as a class announcement); 
however, the extension will be very short, under the assumption that you would have 
already done all or nearly all of the assignment by then, anyway. 

• NEATNESS: All assignments (except the reading quizzes, of course, since they’re done in 
class) are required to be typed. Relatedly, for those assignments in which you have a 
choice of formats (i.e., those turned in electronically that do not involve discussion 
group postings or tests), you will be required to turn them in as AdobeAdobeAdobeAdobe    PDF documentsPDF documentsPDF documentsPDF documents. 
If something is turned in in another format (for example, as a Microsoft Word 
document), I will assume it has not been completed correctly and I will not even need 
to open it to verify my assumption, so you will receive a 0 (and, therefore, an F) on the 
assignment. I do not do this just to be obstinate, by the way—I do it for two main 
reasons: (1) It is harder to pass viruses and other malware along using the PDF standard 
than other formatted formats, and (2) with PDF documents, I can be sure that the 
format I see matches what you intended. There are no exceptions to this—please don’t 
push me on it. 

• WRITING TOO MUCH: The assignments may include length limits on answers, expressed in 
terms of the number of words you are allowed; these are strict limits and any text 
exceeding the limits will not be read (which may do severe violence to your grade). For 
your reference, there are about 300 to 350 words, give or take, on a single page of 
double-spaced typed text. 
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OOOON N N N ““““BAD WORDSBAD WORDSBAD WORDSBAD WORDS”””” AND R AND R AND R AND RELATED LANGUAGEELATED LANGUAGEELATED LANGUAGEELATED LANGUAGE: This is a course about language, and will include discussion of 
some of the negative uses of language, including words that are considered not just impolite, but 
abhorrent. Therefore, you are forewarned that there may be some discussions of words and phrases 
and their use which may make you uncomfortable or perhaps even offend you. However, in order to 
fully and accurately understand language and its use, sometimes we have to analyze uses of language 
that some may find wrong. When such cases come up I will attempt to handle them with as much 
sensitivity as possible. Even if you feel that such discussions have no place in the classroom, please be 
aware that I am not attempting to insult or attack you in any way, but rather that I am attempting to 
bring us all to an understanding of the ways language is used in real life. 

MMMMY RESEARCHY RESEARCHY RESEARCHY RESEARCH: My primary research focus is phonetic variation in English, with a particular focus on the 
way that the production of language changes over the lifespan. So that you know what I’m working on 
at the moment, here are the research projects that I’m conducting right now; in no particular order, 
they are: 

• The utility of predictive models of linguistic change 

• Regional variation in the perception of American dialects 
• The history of stereotypical Southern features in parts of the US South 

• The degree to which individuals change linguistically over the course of their lives 

If you’re interested in something related to these issues, or for that matter if you’re interested in any 
other sort of research into language, feel free to ask me about it. I’ll do what I can to help you learn how 
to find the answer. 

SSSSEXUAL HARASSMENTEXUAL HARASSMENTEXUAL HARASSMENTEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY POLICY POLICY POLICY: Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 prohibits sex discrimination 
against any participant in an educational program or activity that receives federal funds. The act is 
intended to eliminate sex discrimination in education. Title IX covers discrimination in programs, 
admissions, and activities, as well as student-to-student sexual harassment. It covers not only 
employees of the University but also students. If you encounter unlawful sexual harassment or gender-
based discrimination, please contact the University’s Equity Coordinator. The campus Equity 
Coordinator is the Director of the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action Programs, and 
can be contacted by phone at 407.UCF.1EEO (407.823.1336). 

SSSSTUDENTS WITH DISABILTUDENTS WITH DISABILTUDENTS WITH DISABILTUDENTS WITH DISABILITIESITIESITIESITIES: If you have a disability that may impair your ability to complete this course 
successfully without a reasonable accommodation, you are urged to contact Student Disability Services. 
(Please note that I have neither the expertise nor the authority to determine what accommodations 
may be necessary or useful in any particular case.) Student Disability Services can be reached by phone 
at 407.823.2371, by TDD only at 407.823.2116, or by hearing-impaired callers using the Florida Relay 
Service at 1.800.955.8771. 

CCCCOPYRIGHT NOTICEOPYRIGHT NOTICEOPYRIGHT NOTICEOPYRIGHT NOTICE: Some materials used in this course may be protected by federal copyright law and are 
only for the use of students enrolled in this course, and only for the purposes associated with this 
course. It is a violation of US copyright law to retain or disseminate any such materials. Materials I have 
developed myself for this course are copyright ©1999-2008 David Bowie. 

AAAA FEW FINAL FEW FINAL FEW FINAL FEW FINAL    THOUGHTSTHOUGHTSTHOUGHTSTHOUGHTS THAT DIDN THAT DIDN THAT DIDN THAT DIDN’’’’T FIT ANYWHERE ELSET FIT ANYWHERE ELSET FIT ANYWHERE ELSET FIT ANYWHERE ELSE: Everyone in this course is expected to follow the 
guidelines outlined in the Golden Rule and the UCF Creed. In order to allow everyone to participate in 
this course fully, you are asked to keep distractions to a minimum—in particular, please turn off or 
mute your cell phones, laptops, and other noisemaking devices while you are in class! In addition, if you 
wish to tape class sessions, please feel free to do so, but as a courtesy I would like to be told in advance 
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that it is being done. (Please be forewarned that if you tape a class session, I may ask for a copy of the 
tape so that I can review my teaching style and methods.) In a legalistic turn, note that the assignment 
descriptions you will receive during the semester are to be considered part of this syllabus. Finally, this 
syllabus is subject to revision at my discretion; any revisions will be announced on the WebCT site for 
the course as a class announcement. 

UUUUSING THIS SCHEDULESING THIS SCHEDULESING THIS SCHEDULESING THIS SCHEDULE: Aside from the introductions to and objectives for each unit, you will see that there 
are three recurring entries in this schedule: readings, topics, deadlines, and items listed as “optional”. 
(University holidays are also marked, but those are, presumably, self-explanatory.) The readings and 
topics are listed in pairs, each pair corresponding to a class session. The readings listed are to be read 
before the class session, and the topics listed are what you can expect to learn about in class that day. 
The “optional” entries show things that you can read if you’re interested in the material from the 
readings; you should be aware that you will not be responsible for the material in the optional readings, 
but it’s the sort of stuff that will enable you to appreciate (and, one might hope, comprehend) the 
lectures more completely. 

The deadlines (which, for this class, consistently come on Thursdays) show when class assignments are 
due; remember that assignments are to be completed (in the case of tests) or turned in via the WebCT 
site for this class by 10:00 PM on the date listed. 

Note that one class session (26 November) is listed as a “review session”. This is intended to provide a 
bit of flexibility in the schedule in the event that earlier classes need to be cancelled, or otherwise to 
allow for deeper coverage of issues raised in class. 

AAAADMINISTRIVIADMINISTRIVIADMINISTRIVIADMINISTRIVIA    

The somewhat cynical title for this section reflects the fact that, at the beginning of every course, 
there is an adjustment period in which there is little in the way of subject-matter content. During 
this adjustment period, students should become aware not just of the policies of the course they are 
taking, but also the expectations of the field they are learning about. 

UNIT OBJECTIVES: Understanding of course policies and procedures; basic understanding of 
assumptions of linguistics. 

25 August 
 
 
 

Topic: Introduction; Outline of course; So what? 
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PPPPHONETICSHONETICSHONETICSHONETICS    

So if we’re going to talk about language, we might as well start small—and the smallest parts of 
language, so small they don’t even contain any inherent meaning, are individual sound. The study 
of the individual sounds people use to communicate is called phonetics; we will focus on the branch 
of phonetics that deals with classifying and describing those sounds. This is also the unit of the 
course that you learn to use the phonetic alphabet, a system for recording sounds clearly and 
unambiguously in writing—a task for which ordinary writing systems are spectacularly unuseful. 

UNIT OBJECTIVES: Read phonetic characters and transcriptions using the International Phonetic 
Alphabet; Identify relationships between speech sounds and distinctive features; Identify key parts 
of the vocal tract. 

27 August Reading: LF 2.0 “What is phonetics?” to 2.1.3 “Types of speech sounds” 38-42; 
On web “IPA chart”; On web “Syllabus and schedule” 

 Optional: LF 1.5 “Language modality” 24-29 
 Topic: Phonetics; The IPA 

1 September NNNNO CLASSO CLASSO CLASSO CLASS:::: LLLLABOR ABOR ABOR ABOR DDDDAYAYAYAY 

3 September Reading: LF 2.2 “Articulation: English consonants” 45-53 
 Optional: LF 1.4 “Design features of language” 17-23 
 Topic: The anatomy of speech: Consonants 

4 September DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE::::    MMMMINOR QUIZ INOR QUIZ INOR QUIZ INOR QUIZ #1#1#1#1 

8 September Reading: LF 2.3 “Articulation: English vowels” 54-57 
 Optional: LF 2.5 “Suprasegmental features” 64-68 
 Topic: The anatomy of speech: Vowels 

10 September Reading: LF 2.4.2 “Vowels” to 2.4.6 “Manners of articulation not used in 
English” 59-63 

 Optional: LF 2.7 “The phonetics of signed languages” 79-86 
 Topic: Phonetic features; Transcription: Intro 

11 September DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE::::    MMMMINOR PROJECTINOR PROJECTINOR PROJECTINOR PROJECT 

15 September Reading: LF 2.6 “Acoustic phonetics” 69-78 
 Optional: LF 15.1 “Speech synthesis” 587-591 
 Topic: Transcription: Practice 
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PPPPHONOLOGYHONOLOGYHONOLOGYHONOLOGY    

Now that we’ve looked at speech sounds more or less in isolation, we have to recognize that, in 
actual fact, they do not exist in a vacuum—with very rare exceptions, when we speak we use 
sequences of sounds. This means that, in a sense, spoken sounds have sounds that are their 
“neighbors”, and just like humans interacting with their neighbors, nearby sounds can influence 
each other. The study of the way sounds influence each other is called phonology. 

UNIT OBJECTIVES: Identify phonological processes; Perform simple segmental phonological analyses; 
Perform simple constraint-based phonological analyses. 

17 September Reading: LF 3.0 “What is phonology?” to 3.1.2 “Allophones and phonemes” 
100-104 

 Optional: LF 8.2 “The acquisition of speech sounds and phonology” 319-325 
 Topic: Physical and cognitive realities 

18 September DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE::::    PPPPROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET #1#1#1#1 

22 September Reading: LF 3.1.3 “Identifying phonemes and allophones: The distribution of 
speech sounds” to 3.2.2 “Natural classes” 104-111 

 Optional: LF 3.2.3 “Classification of phonological rules” 111-115 
 Topic: Looking for patterns 

24 September Reading: LF 3.2.4 “Multiple rule application” to 3.3.1 “Phonotactic 
constraints” 115-118 

 Optional: LF 3.3.2 “Phonotactic constraints in signed languages” to 3.3.3 
“Foreign accents” 118-121 

 Topic: Rules and constraints 

29 September Reading: LF 3.5 “How to solve phonology problems” 127-133 
 Optional: LF 3.4 “Implicational laws” 122-126 
 Topic: Rule-based approaches 

1 October Reading: LF 3.5 “How to solve phonology problems” 127-133 (again) 
 Optional: LF 12.3 “Sound change” 492-496 
 Topic: Constraint-based approaches 

2 October DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE::::    PPPPROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET #2#2#2#2 
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MMMMORPHOLOGYORPHOLOGYORPHOLOGYORPHOLOGY    

So we’ve talked about sounds, but so far none of this has had anything to do with meaning, and it’d 
be nice to say that our study of language relates to what things mean. Well, it’s pretty clear that 
words have meanings, so let’s talk about words—that seems simple enough, yes? After all, we all use 
words, and it seems reasonable to claim that we use them with at least a relatively high degree of 
proficiency, since we’re meeting in a college class and all. But words can be a little tricky—for 
instance, in the last sentence, the word all appears three times, but it means something a little bit 
different each time. Does this mean there are three instances of the same word used differently, or 
three completely different words that just happen to sound the same? And there’s more 
weirdnesses—you can combine words to create new words, but a blackboard isn’t necessarily a black 
board. In addition, we have things that aren’t quite words but still create meaning—the s at the end 
of hats and books tells us that there is more than one of each of those things, but should we call it a 
word? Well, welcome to morphology, the study of words and the creation of words. 

UNIT OBJECTIVES: Identify morphemes; Identify grammatical categories; Perform morphological 
analyses. 

6 October Reading: LF 4.0 “What is morphology?” to 4.1.4 “The nature of the lexicon” 
148-154 

 Optional: LF 9.2 “Aphasia” 360-364 
 Topic: Words and morphemes 

8 October Reading: LF 4.2.1 “The processes of forming words” to 4.2.2 “Affixation” 155; 
LF 5.3 “Lexical categories” 204-207 

 Optional: LF 11.2 “Borrowings into English” 451-453 
 Topic: How to build words 

9 October DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE::::    PPPPRELIMINARY BIBLIOGRARELIMINARY BIBLIOGRARELIMINARY BIBLIOGRARELIMINARY BIBLIOGRAPHY DUEPHY DUEPHY DUEPHY DUE 

13 October Reading: LF 4.2.4 “Compounding” to 4.2.7 “Suppletion” 158-162 
 Optional: LF 4.2.3 “Affixation in signed languages” 155-158 
 Topic: Constraints on word-building 

15 October Reading: LF 4.4 “The hierarchical structure of words” to 4.5 “Morphological 
analysis” 168-175 

 Optional: LF 9.5 “Lexical processing” 379-384 
 Topic: Hierarchy in morphology 

20 October Reading: LF 4.3 “Morphological types of languages” 163-167 
 Optional: LF 12.4 “Morphological change” 497-501 
 Topic: Variety in morphology 
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SSSSYNTAXYNTAXYNTAXYNTAX    

Moving past words, we come to syntax—the way those words combine to create phrases and 
sentences. At this point in the course, you will learn how to explain some puzzling ambiguities in 
language—for example, if someone said they saw some wild wildebeests and sheep, were the sheep 
and the wildebeests wild, or just the wildebeests? The answer is that we can’t tell just from that 
phrase—and you will learn why we can’t tell. You’ll also learn more about the importance of 
structure in language, and how different phrases and sentences relate to each other structurally. 

UNIT OBJECTIVES: Identify phrases; Understand and apply transformational rules; Syntactically 
analyze instances of structural ambiguity. 

22 October Reading: LF 5.0 “What is syntax” to 5.1 “Basic ideas of syntax” 194-198 
 Optional: LF 10.1 “Language varieties” to 10.2 “Variation at different levels of 

linguistic structure” 407-417 
 Topic: On looking at wildebeests 

23 October DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE::::    PPPPROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET #3#3#3#3 

27 October Reading: LF 5.2 “How sentences express ideas” 199-203 
 Optional: LF 8.3.1 “The acquisition of morphology and syntax” to 8.3.4 “Later 

stages of development” 326-329 
 Topic: Phrases; Recursion 

29 October Reading: LF 5.4 “Phrase structure” 208-215 
 Optional: LF 12.5 “Syntactic change” 502-504” 
 Topic: The structure of phrases 

3 November Reading: LF 5.5 “Tests for structure and constituency” 216-220 
 Optional: LF 5.6 “Word order typology” 221-222 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: Combining phrases into clauses 
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SSSSEMANTICSEMANTICSEMANTICSEMANTICS    

Now we move from items that somehow contain meaning to meaning itself—semantics being the 
study of meaning. Meaning is more than just dictionary definitions, though, as you’ll discover. For 
example, what is a chair, anyway? Is a stool a chair? How about a dollhouse chair—does that count? 
All of a sudden, we’re not just writing definitions, we’re trying to deal with the fact that meanings 
can be, well, fuzzy—but, oddly enough, communication works pretty well anyway. 

UNIT OBJECTIVES: Identify entailments, paraphrases, and contradictions; Describe set relationships; 
Recognize and identify presuppositions. 

5 November Reading: LF 6.0 “What is semantics” to 6.1 “An overview of semantics” 232-
234 

 Optional: LF 9.6 “Sentence processing” 385-389 
 Topic: The meanings of words 

6 November DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE::::    PPPPROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET #4#4#4#4 

10 November Reading: LF 6.2 “Lexical semantics: The meanings of words” 235-241 
 Optional: LF 6.3 “Lexical semantics: Word relations” 242-247 
 Topic: Terriers and chihuahuas and wolves 

12 November Reading: LF 6.4 “Compositional semantics: The meanings of sentences” 248-
251 

 Optional: LF 13.3 “Language and thought” 538-544 
 Topic: Limiting meanings 

17 November Reading: LF 6.5 “Compositional semantics: Putting words together and 
meaning relationships” 252-258 

 Optional: LF 8.3.5 “The acquisition of word meaning to 8.3.6 “Overview: 
Language abilities from eighteen months to four years” 329-332 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: Taking literal meaning as far as we can 
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PRAGMATICSPRAGMATICSPRAGMATICSPRAGMATICS    

So semantics gives us an idea of how meaning works in language, but sometimes linguistic 
meanings don’t necessarily match the intended meaning. For example, the sentence “It’s cold in 
here” isn’t always just an observation, but sometimes it’s a command—“Shut the window right 
now!”—and people understand it, anyway. How, precisely, does that second meaning come out of 
what was said, and how in the world can people make sense of it? This leads us to pragmatics—the 
study of meaning as people actually use it. 

UNIT OBJECTIVES: Identify and describe implicatures in terms of Gricean maxims; Identify speech 
acts. 

19 November Reading: LF 7.0 “What is pragmatics?” to 7.1 “Language in context” 268-272 
 Optional: LF 12.6 “Semantic change” 505-507 
 Topic: Saying things without saying them 

20 November DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE::::    PPPPROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET #5#5#5#5    

24 November Reading: LF 7.2 “Rules of conversation” 273-278 
 Optional: LF 8.4 “How adults talk to young children” 333-338 
 Topic: Grice’s maxims 

26 November Reading: LF 16.6 “Being a linguist” 637-638 
 EEEEVENTVENTVENTVENT::::    RRRREVIEW SESSIONEVIEW SESSIONEVIEW SESSIONEVIEW SESSION    

1 December Reading: LF 7.3 “Drawing conclusions” 279-283 
 Optional: LF 16.4 “Language in advertising” 625-630 
 Topic: Entailment, implicature, paraphrase 

3 December Reading: LF 7.4 “Speech acts” 279-291 
 Optional: LF 7.5 “Presupposition” 292-296 
 Topic: How to do things with words 

4 December DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE::::    PPPPROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET ROBLEM SET #6#6#6#6    
 DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE::::    MMMMINOR QUIZ INOR QUIZ INOR QUIZ INOR QUIZ #2#2#2#2    

12 December DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE::::    RRRRESEARCH PAPERESEARCH PAPERESEARCH PAPERESEARCH PAPER    due by 12:50 PM    

 


