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Any papers that you turn in for this class, except for those that you are to post to WebCT discussion 
groups, are required to be Adobe PDF (a.k.a. portable document format, or Acrobat) documents. This is 
due in part to my own paranoia—it’s much, much harder to transmit worms and viruses and other such 
virtual problems in PDF documents than in most other formats—but also because it means that I can be 
sure to see whatever you’re submitting formatted precisely as you intended it. 

Some of you may already have the ability to create PDF documents, so you might as well check on that 
before downloading any new products. Note that, in most cases, you will need to save your document in 
whatever program you created it in as well as in PDF format, because you probably won’t be able to edit 
the PDF file. 

• If you have any of Adobe’s Acrobat products (except for Reader—Reader can’t create 
new PDF files) installed on your computer, you can create PDF files. Look at your 
program’s documentation for more information. 

• If you have a Mac with OS X installed, any OS X-native application will save PDF-format 
files. Simply choose File/…/As PDF…, and then save the file from the viewer. 

• If you have a recent version of Writer (part of the OpenOffice.org suite) for any 
operating system, you can save the document using the File/as PDF… command. 

• If you have the most recent version (2007) of Microsoft Word for Windows, you can 
export files as PDF files, but first you need to install a free plugin, available at 
Microsoft’s Office Update site at http://office.microsoft.com/ 
officeupdate/; look for “Microsoft Save As PDF or XPS”, download it, and install it 
following the directions you’re given. After this you can save files in PDF format. 

• If you have Microsoft Windows, but none of the above solutions will work for you, you 
can download the PrimoPDF or BullZIP PDF printer driver, at 
http://www.primopdf.com/primopdf_free_idx.aspx and 
http://www.bullzip.com/products/pdf/info.php, respectively. (You 
only need one of them; BullZIP only works with Windows 2000 or later.) Download one 
of them and install it, and from that point you can create PDF files by choosing File/… 
from your word processor (or any other program that you can print from), and 
choosing PrimoPDF or BullZIP (whichever you installed) as your “printer”. 

• If you have Linux, there are a myriad of free programs you can use to save files in PDF 
format. A simple search of the usual places will turn up several for you to choose from. 

If none of the above solutions work for you, get in touch with me (using WebCT’s Mail function) as soon 
as possible. However, before contacting me, please try whichever of the possibilities could work for 
your operating system(s) of choice. 

In addition, you need to install a font that will allow you to read and produce documents using IPA 
script (which is a particular set of characters that you will learn about over the next couple of 
lectures.). You probably already have such a font installed, but to make sure I’m going to have you 
install a font named Gentium. To do this, first go to the Gentium site at http://scripts.sil.org/ 
cms/scripts/page.php?site_id=nrsi&item_id=Gentium. Click on the “Download main 
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Gentium fonts” link (it’s just under the title near the top of the page) and download the font package 
that works for your computer’s operating system. 

If needed, click on the “Support” link (very near the “Download” link) to get instructions on how to 
install the font in your particular operating system. 

One the font is installed, you can select it as your font from the list in your word processor. Once you 
are set up to create PDF files, create a document using the Gentium font offering your philosophy of life in 
200 words or less, and upload a PDF version of it to the “Minor project” dropbox in WebCT. 


